
10 years ago (12111/81)
KEKE ROSBERG became a clear favourite to slgn for the Williams team,
as he carried out back to back tests at Paul Rlcard between the new
slx-wheeled FW07D and the regular FW07C. The convenlional car was a
second qulcker In the Finn's hands, Keke setting the best evel
non-sliding skirt tlme.

Also lmpressing in an Fl car was Jonathan Palmer, the Brltlsh F3
champ tesling a McLaren at Silverstone and settlng a time quicker than
elther Watson or de Cesaris had managed for Brltlsh GP quallfyingt
Palmer's week wasn't all plain sailing as he then pranged his Ralt RT3 at
Goodwood.

With Palmer out of the fray, Dave Scott took corriplete command ol the
televlsed F3 race at Thruxlon, wlth FF Fesllval wlnner Tommy Byrne
lmpressing by finlshlng an excellent second ahead of the equally
notable Dave Coyne's Anson. The support raoes saw wlns for Tlm
Davles (above) In the FF2000s and Karl Jones In a'lhrllllngfinal round of
the Star ol Tomorrow FF16O0s. Davld Hunt and Mark Peterg followed lhe
Welshman home, but Phll Kempe took the title.

In lhose days our Grand Prlx revlew came oul falrly early, and thls
year's driver rating featured depGou World Champlon Alan Jones on
lop from Gllles Vllleneuve and new lltle hofder Nelson Plquet. Amazln.
gly, Carlos Reutemann was placed only seventh, despile comtortably
outscorlng hls Wllllams team-mate Jones and so nearly taklng the
crown. In a year In which Mamell and Alboreto came onto lho GP scene,
Ellseo Salazarwas regarded as beat newcomer...


