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Trocklest

lT lS OBVIOUS that Tim Davies is an optimist.
Not just because of the determination which has
kept him fighting forwins, and sponsors, through
FF1600, FF2000, and F3; more gratifying than
that, he proved himself wil l ing to hand over his
Formula 3 Ralt to the mercies of two Standard
House journalists to experience first hand the
pleasures and pains of driving a top single-
seater.

For a man who has shown that he has the
speed and the racecrafttowin, and the carto do it
with, butwhose moment hasfailed to materialise
all season, Davies was remarkably sanguine
about allowing two non-racers to try his seat for
size with a third of the F3 season sti l l  to go. But
withthe helpof JohnThompson, Tim's manager,
and the enthusiasm of both Guido Basile, team
owner and second driver. and Brian Holmes.
whose Auto Windscreens company is the
other major sponsor, a rendezvous was
arranged - Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground in
Northamptonshire.

This ex-airfield track is of course where
MOTOR SPORT testing is carried out, but as this
does not normally includetimed laps, itwas l ikely
to be no less daunting for me than for my
colleague David Tremayne, editor of our weekly
weekly sister paper, Motoring News. Using this

Tim Daviesn Terropol Ralt

TIM DAVIES at the wheel of his Ralt RT30. Note
the assymetrical side-pods, with the radiator on
the driver's left, and the air-cleaner which fills
most of the view from the right-hand mirror.

venue was ideal as we could exDect to have the
Dlace to ourselves. while in case of over-
exuberance, there is practically nothing to hit-
no armco, no marshalls posts, nothing fixed at
all. Plenty of wildlife, though . . .

Like most drivers, Tim Davies has had a
continuing struggle to finance his racing. lt was
while scraping together the cash race-by-race
for his first F3 season in 1985 that Davies met
Guido Basile, ltalian boss of a games machine
company called Terropol, who was running in
FF2000. Basile agreed to help Davies out, and
the one-race deal blossomed into a much more
ambitious project - Team Terropol, a two-car
F3 team for the 1 986 season running Ralts, with
Davies in one and Basile, running in Class B, in
the second.

There is nothing technically startling about the
Ralt RT30; its inboard spring/damper units
follow normal F3 practice, cleaning up the drag of
the suspension, and while ground effect proper
was banned in 1985, theflatbottomed side-pods
are continued up underthe rear suspension to try

and generate a little extra grip.
used for the monocoque, with casl
fabricated front bulkheads, and a
wing is bolted to the five-speed
gearbox behind the rear axle. Mated
John Judd's Engine Developments
single-cam unit derived from the eighl
GTi, producing some 163 bhp when
through the compulsory 24 mm au

Since racing engines are su
pump fuel, the recent reductions in
have brought a major headache
without this anti-knock additive, I
risk, in highly tuned engines, of
severe and damaging pinking. Both
were moreworried aboutcoming off
detonating the unit than about
but to reduce the risk, the team
booster for our orivate session.

Before climbing into the car, Ti
around the circuit the team had
XR2. With a 2-mile straioht and I
loops, Bruntingthorpe allows
tions;the team chose to string
shorter loops to give us a 2.5 mile
nine corners. I say some, as two of
far side are so wide and shallow as
one sweep where our highest
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reached.
I was happy to let David go f irst, while trying to

rehearse mentally the l ines and gears I should
use, but only made myself more apprehensive
as the car stalled a couple of t imes. Getting a
racing car roll ing is never easy. Then Tim
stepped forward with the advice to just t ip the
clutch a couple of t imes to make the car roll,
before finally releasing it, and then David was
away.

It seemed a long time before he finally
relinquished the l imelight to me, but his wide
grin told its own story. "lt 's terrif ic" he said, "and
it 's easier than you expect". lt was, too.

Getting into the car is a knack - step over the
side-pod, thread a foot through the front
bulkhead, grab the roll-bar behind you and slide
down, feet under the steering rack and up to the
tiny pedals. This is all aided by a removeable
steering wheel. To the right is the short
gearlevel, ahead the simple instrument oanel:
central rev-counter. red-lined at 6000, combined
fuel pressure and water temperature to the left.
and oil pressure and temperature to the right.
Flick switches for ignition, bad weather rear l ight,
and fuel pump are below, with a push-button for
the starter and a shrouded one for the
fire-extinguisher system ; brake balance adjust-
ment and separate controls for front and rear
anti-roll bars complete the equipment. Sitt ing
there with the Willans six-point harness done up
tight, the car seems beautifully compact - no
spare space beyond the mtnimum needed to
operate the controls, nothing visible of the body
except the front tyres, a perfect drrving position
(conveniently, Tim, David and I are around the
same height), and a well-shaped, though hard,
seat. lgnition on, fuel pumpon, nothing left butto
press the starter- an external battery is used to
preserve the tiny on-board one - and blip the
throttle. Select f irst, back and left, l i ft the clutch
once, twice, plentyof revs, and the car is moving.

For that first exploratory lap I stuck to second
and third to keep the engine spinning in the
crucial 4800-6000 range, learning about the
very short pedal movements and the high-
geared steering, pluswhatthecircuitlooked like
from this low viewpoint; bordered as it was by a
crop of wheat, judging brake and turn points was
not easy. From our base, corner one is an open
60 degree left into a short straight and a 90 right
with a slight rise to the third bend, a rather blind
80 right leading across the main straight and into
a faster 70 right. This is the fastest section from
here with a mild left kink, a long straight, and
three fast open right-handers which combine to
make the last 90 right particularly crit ical,
needing heavy braking, a double-downshift, and
a precise turn-in point. This is also where the
team were watching, so a bungle here could not
be concealed.

Even in a road car, this ex-airf ield is far from
smooth, so the Ralt was set up with more ground
clearance than normal, while Tim cautioned us
about particular bumps to avoid, and advised on
gears and the best l ine for each bend.

Timed laps were to be the order of the day, and
our mentor took only four to set our bogey of 1
min 1 9.03. Even on the open bends we could see
from our temporary pit-lane this looked fast,
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69enffiQotG;
SLIDING lN without standing on the side-pod,
resting on the bodywork, or trapping a foot takes
a little practice.

sudden screeches denoting a bumpy braking
point as the undertray grounded, the engine
sounding hard and strong despite running a
small  si lencer for the f irst t ime.

First impressions were of the rough surface:
the r ide and the seat are hard, and the steering
wheel leaps and bucks in the hands. The noise,
too, was terr i f ic, making the ears r ing, but
discomfort was forgotten in the del ight of jLlst
how precise the car felt  turning into a bend and
how crisp was the gearchange; the chassis
seemed absolutely stable, and the braking
available was astonishing. As the revs through
each bend increased lap by lap, and I began to
use f i f th with maximum revs, things began to f low
together-instead of changing down I startedto
believe Tim's advice to keep the thrott le open
and let the steering scrub off speed for you in the
faster corners. First I  achieved fourth r ight
through turns two and three, summoning al l  my
courage to keep that pedal down even though
the exit  across the main runway was invisible.

TURN NINE - at the end of the fastest section,
this was the most critical, and the most satisfying
when it turned out rioht.

Braking and grabbing third forturn four proved a
waste of t ime, and very uncomfortable due to the
bumpy surface here;sl iding over to the left-hand
verge and then smoothly cl ipping the r ight-hand
apex in fourth was not only faster, i t  avoided the
intensif ied pummell ing that brakrng brings. After
holding the revs at 6000 through the left  kink a
couple of t imes, I  decided there was no point in
postponing f i f th unti l  after i t ,  and when I was
brave enough to take top before this the Ralt felt
absolutely confident. In other words, despite my
increasing speeds and commitment, I  was st i l l
not stretching the car.

Hardest of al l  was the last bend. Turn Nine.
Gett ing a bit  cocky, I  tr ied to approach i t  holding
fi f th from the previous sweeping r ights and go
straight to third under braking, but after f indlng
neut ra l  and then ignomin ious ly  chugg ing
through in fourth in front of the whole team on two
successive laps, I  abandoned this plan in favour
of taking fourth as I hit  the brakes, and third just
before coming off them and aiming down the
straight.

Proceedings were rnterrupted for lunch, a
barbeque ably prepared by Gurdo Basi le himself
with the benef i t  of one of his previous careers in
catering, and David and I swapped notes. He
had found he could hold top through the f irst
bend, which depressed me a l i t t le, whereas I felt
that I  was gaining t ime over the rapid back
stretches where I was in f i f th for what felt  l ike
ages - whole seconds I should think. Already
we were a l i t t le deafened from that engine
wail ing behind the head, and sore around the
knees - in a fast corner, the legs thrash
uncontrol lably against the l ightly-padded bulk-
head, and j t  hurts. My respect for professional
drivers was increasing steadi ly.

Gear rat ios for Bruntingthorpe had been a bit
of a guess, but Tim selected Si lverstone gears
which turned out about r ight, giving us around
140 mph in f i f th. Not oustanding in i tself  ,  but the
impressive part is how close the car's cornering
speeds are to that. With a restr icted engine and
sl ick tyres, braking is almost the cardinal sin -
be smooth, use al l  the road, make the tyres do
the work, those are the rules. Precision and the
ideal Ines are crucial when al l  one s r ivals have
within 2 bhp of the same power.

How precise the two rookies were is debate-
able, but both of us made steady progress
throughout our two sessions, and would gladly
have stayed for another day i f  we had not known
thateven one day outof the team's schedule was
very generous indeed. The urge to perfect each
corner and then str ing the proverbial "f lyer"
togethertook over both of us, but I  at least knew
that I  had chickened out at some point on each
lap. The f igures say that MOTOR SPORT had
the edge on Motoring Newsby some seconds,
my best being 1:27.15, more than seven
seconds adrif t  of Tim, but John Thompson took
another three seconds off my t ime when he had
his f irst shot in the car.

As a day out i t  could not have been better:
perfect weather, an ideal location, and the
cheerful atmosphere of the whole team from
Guido and Tim to mechanics Damon Brentnal l .
Adr ian  Burgessand Rober tCosta ,  andt imer  Ph i l
Cleveland. As an education for a journal ist i t



BALT EXPOSED: note inboard spring/dampers
and small silencer added fot testing (above).
M i n u s d etach able wheel, th e i nstru m e nt pane I i s
compact and rather hard to read at speed on
rough concrete. Bottom, Davies expounds on
technique.

was profound, most of all because of the aches
and pains of the next day. The knees I have
mentioned, but my arms too complained about
the effort of holding a steady course througha
bumpy bend; you really do have to be fit to
contest a 1 l/z-hour race.

Looking back it is easier tc say "l should have
used fourth instead of third at that bend" or
whatever, but to be truthful I still do not know
where I was losing those seconds on the expert. I
was pleased to have made no major mistakes,
but given the abil it ies of the car that was no real
feat. The real test would be to return and see if
what I learned on the dav has stuck. - G.C.
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Time for action.

TAG-Heuer
Major Stockists.

Al t r incham Walker  b  Ha l l  r  Eus lace  G Parker
Amersham Hew{ tsJewel le rs
Ayr  -  Wal laceAl len  L imned
Barmoulh  PerysMasterJewel le rs
Bar row in  Furness  -  S tory  s  lhe  Jewel l€ rs
Bath  -  A l l red  Chr l l co t t
Berkhamsted -  Ba i ley  &  Sons
Bex ley  Heath  Za les
A i rmingham -  Mapp in  I  Webb I  Watches  o f

Swnzedand
Bishops Slo.tford - F. J. Zelley
Bo l ton  Pres tons  o f  Bo l lon
Bournemouth  -  Watches  o l  Swdzedand

Char les  Fox
Br igh ton  -  Wal te r  Bu l l
Br is to l  A l f redChi l l co l t
Brad ford  -J  H Ox loby  r  Fa t to r in13
B . o m l e y  E . W P a y n e
Cambr idge -  Watches  o l  Sw(ze i land

Munsey 6  Co.
Card i f f  -  Walker&Hal l  .  Crouch theGoldsm(hs

.  Waiches  o l  Swr tzedand
Car l i s le  A  Car
Char ing  -  Ty lden Reed
Chester  Wal tons theJewel le rs
ches ted ie ld  -  F rank  H i t l
Croydon WalkerbHal la tA l lders
Dar l ing ton  NodhernGoldsmr ths
Doncas le r  Be l lEro thers
Dundee Mal thewHenderson
Durham -  Eramwei ls  Jewel le rs
Eastboorne Walker  a  Ha l l  .  Wm Bru ford  A Son
Edinburgh -  Watches  o l  Swr t2e i land

Bami l ton  A Inches
Esher  J  R.  Newbou ld
Exeter  Wm Bru ford  A Son
Farnham -  A lexander  the  Jewel le rs
Fe l i rs towe C F  Hr l l
G lasgow -  Walchps  o l  Swr tu  e r land r  Mapprn

a Webb r  La ing  the  JewelLers
Glouces ter  -  Geof f rey  R ichard  L td
G o o l e  A ( h u r R e e d
Great  Ma lvern  Parys  o i  Ma ivern
G r e a t Y a r m o u t h  C o r A S o n s
Gr imsby Nrdd A Sons
Hal i tax  L rs te rHo.s la l l
H a n l € y - F A . B u c k
H e n l e y o n T h a m e s  B r a c h e r A  S y d e n h a m
Hemel  Hempstead John Mo. ley
H u l l  - W a l k e r A H a l l

l s le  o l  Man {Doug las)  Rrdgeways
K e n d a l  A  C a r r
K ings ton  upon Thames Ra lners
Leeds GreenwoodsJewel le rs .  F ranks

J€wel le .s
L e i c e s t e r  W d l r F '  6  H d l l  .  P e a r L e b  S o n q
Le igh  -  Pres tons  o f  Eo l ton
L ich f ie ld  Sa l loways
L inco ln  John Smtrh  Jewel le rs
L i v e r p o o l  R u s s e l l s L r m r t e d
L landudno Brookes  Jewel le rs

Canng lon  a t  Se l fndges .  Watches  o f  Sw{zedand,
16  New Eond St ree t .  279 Regent  S t ree t .  fenchu,ch
Sl ree t ,  Swrss  Cent re  .  Tyme L td .  O ld  Sond St ree l
I  Harods .  Kn igh tsbrdge .  Mapp in  A  Webb.
2  Oueen V ic lo r ia  S l ree l  .  Aus l in  Kaye,  The St rand,
Cu l !m St ree t  r  Gar rard  A Co,  Regent  S t ree l  r
R a l n e r s .  2 6 2  2 6 4  R e g e n l  S t r e e t .  3 7 3  O x f o r d
S l ree t .  l47  Kensrngton  Hrgh S l ree l .  Bren t  Cross
Shopprng Cent re  r  Mapprn  I  Webb,126 Fenchurch
St ree l .  l70  Aegen l  S l ree l  .  TheWarch Ga l le ry ,
Fu lham Road .  Za les  Jewel le rs .199 Oxford  St ree l
.  J  b  A .  Jewel le rs ,  Ha l ton  Garden .  Peter
Eurowes,  Edgware  Road

Manchester  -  Watches  o f  Swi lzer land
Mi l ton  Keynes Za les
Newark  -  Andrew Michae ls  Jewel le ry
N e w c a s l l e  R e i d & S o n s .  N o ( h e r n G o l d s m r t h s
Norwich  D ipp le  &  Son
Nor t ingham -  Walker  6  Ha l l
N !nea lon  Johnsons
Oxtord  -  Watches  o t  Swi t2edand r  Walker  A  Ha l l

a l  Se l f r  dges
Peterborough -  Les l ie  Dav is
P l y m o u t h  -  B o w d e n b S o n s  r  P l y m o u t h

Si lve .smt rhs
Por tsmouth  -  Walker  Ha l l  c /o  A l lders
Read ing  Bracher&Sydenham
Rhy l  -  Cross leys  the  Jewel le rs
Rochda le  -  Pres tons  (Rochda le)  L td
St .  He l ie r  Hetnch Lrmr led
S a l i s b u r y - H  R  T r i b b e c k
Scarborough Fusbr idgeJewel le rs
She l f ie ld  -  H .  L .  Brown
Shrewsbury  Rob insons  Jewel le rs
Stanmore  -  A lan  Ke l le r
Sou lhend WalkerbHal la l  Kedd ies
Southpor l  -  Dav id  Search  Jewel le rs
S l id ing  Hept ing  & Farer
S o u t h a m p t o n ' R a t n e r s  .  W .  W r i g h t  L t d
S l . A l b a n s  W a l k e r & H a l l
S tockpor t  -  Win ters  Jewel le rs
Sund€r land -  Walker  I  Ha l l
Swansea SwanseaGoldsmi ths
Torquay  -  Not rngham &Walsh
Tewksbury  IheAbb€yJ€wel le rs
Tunbr idge Wel ls  -  Payne & Son
Truro  -  Za les  Jewel le rs
Wake l ie ld  -  A lan  Townsend
Warr ing ton  -  Eus tance I  Co.
Wat lo rd  John Modey
Wel l ing ton  -  Dav id  L loyd  Jewel le rs
Widnes  Ner l  &  Barker
Wigan -  Bakers  Jewel  Caske l
Winches ter  -  Loot  L imr red
W o l v o r h a m p t o n  I A . H e n n A S o n
Workang lon  JohnWalker
W o r t h i n s - W a l k e r A H a l l
York  -  Pres tons  o f  Bo l ton


