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Hi Graham. what was the result?
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So thats a tenner
coming my way!
That's what I call

a result!

Graham Cole 100%
so far in '99

Close action in lpriJ

Terry Brown leads in MaY
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Welsh Championship round 2
Mondello Park

Graham Cole driving his DanianT90 sportscar
won the second round of the 1999 Welsh
Sports & Saloon Car Championship at
Mondello Park on Easter Monday, in similar
fashion to his win at Silvelstone. Round 2 was
held as awarm up forthe Wales vlrelandteam
challenge, and practice started on a damp, but
&ying tradc Cole took pole, but second was
Martin Davies'4wd Sapphire. 3rd was Alvin
Powell, with Gareth Davies and his Darrian T9,
whidt emits a banshee like wail these da5n in
4th. Mike Shaw was next in front of Terry
Brovrm. Clive Hayes had his crisp sounding
Rover GTi in 7th place, with PeterDark
languishing in 8th place after blowing his turbo
and running the car as a non turbo. Granville
Williams was 7th ahead of Nigel James who
was making awelcome reftmwithhis Mk2
Escort whidr he flung around in his usual
sideways style. Sean Jones and Nigel Bowen
filled the final row. Nigel just doing 3 laps on
slicktyres to get onthe grid, not having had
the time to dnnge over to wets. By the time
the race came the uackwas almost dry, but
with the douds looking ttreatening, tyre
droice was a matter of individual droice. In the
end everyone went for slicks except Nigel
Bowen, Nigel James & SeanJones who droose
wets and Alvin Powell who choose
Intermediates. As the lighs danged both
Graham and Martin appeared to get good
stafts, but coming out of the first corner
Graham had the lead whidr he held all the wav
to ttre flag. Martin bdefly held up Alvin, but
after a brief strrggle Alvin was past and
although he drased Graham as hard as he
could and was only 2.76 sec's behind at the
end, in truth as the track dried Alvins' tyres
became less than ideal. However he did
manage to set ttrc fastest lap of ttre race at
7.3O.@ secs. Martin was safe and untroubled
in 3rd place, but initially Gareth Davies was
tlre leader of a Darian trio, with Terry Brown
and lvfke Shaw in his wake. Nigel Bowen left
the scene on the fint lap; forn:natelyhis trip
into the gravel trap did not result in any

half aton of stones to pick out of his undertray
before *re team race! ln *re early stages Ciive
Hayes has holding Peter Dark at bay, rmtil
Peter went ttrough, btrt ttren had Clive
shadowing him until the end. Iap 2 saw a
dmnge for 4thplace and Terry came arormd
well dear of Mike Shaw with Gareth some way
badc This prompted a spirited fight back from
Gareth and he put the pressure on Mke and
retook 5th place with a daring dive up the
inside onthe entryto *re last comer fMotafit
tum). However Mike wasnt going to take this
$ng down and he put pressure on Gareth
who held on to ttre place on the line, with Mike
less than .5 of a second behind. After the race
Gratnm said'This is the hardest circuit IVe
driven on. There are so many corners, my afirrs
are adfng!"

Celtic Team Challenge - Mondello Park
The Welsh team took a narrow win in the 1999
Celtic Team Challenge handicap race whidr
was held at Mondello on Easter Monday. The
12 Welsh drivers faced strong opposition from
2 Irish Teams and with over 3O cars on the
track the action was fast & fi.uious as the Welsh
cars fought to overcome the advantage the
handicapper had given the slower Irish cars.
Sean Jones and Nigel Bowen featured strongly
in the early stages, but wittr the race featuring
a novel pit stop at half distance, it was Alvin
Powell who was making good progress in the
later stages and he set a new outright saloon
car record on *re 7ft lap with a time of 1 min
27.74 ser,.; 70.98 mph. However Alvin was
bladdlagged for passing a car under a yellow
flag, and it was left to the Darrian trio of Terry
BrowrL Gareth Davies and Graham Cole who
finished as the highest Welsh rulnens.
However despite setting their fastest lap on the
last lap theywere unable to catdl the leading
Irish drivers. However with Sean Jones, Clive
Hayes, Nigel James, Mafiin Davies & Mike
Shaw all finishing well inside tlrc top 20 the
handicapper dedared the Welsh team the
winners by 9 points. (Ihe margin could have
beenbiggerbtrt Granville ran out of petrol and
Peter Dark could not get his non turbo car to
the line. Afterwards the drivers were
enthusiastic about the new Mondello track
layout and the new format of the race with
pitstops a new feature, and all expressed a
desire to do it again next year.



Round 3 - Pembr.ey AFil | ?ll&h
WesGerrr tail Eur.ocar & Truckst Tom
Pryce TFoplqy meeting

Pracdce & Race report
Nerr cars debut, but Graham Cole
becomes the first drhrer to go under 6O
seconds!
The first Pembreymeeting of the year, held as
the Western Mail Eurocar & Truds, Tom Fryce
Trophy meeting, saw the paddock occupied by
the Eurocars, but ttris time the Welshrumrers
had anice spot onthe pitlane road, withthe
trud<s consigned to paddock 2. 15 cars lined
up for practice, but whilst Alvin had a scramble
to get to the holding paddock after mislaying
his license; Terry Brown was making the
reverse trip after his oil cooler split. Alttrough
Terrywould miss practice, at least he was able
to save the engine. A mernorable fight through
the fieldwould be in prospect on race day.
However heading the times was Graham Cole,
who was reallyflying. Withthe benefit of some
stid<y tyres, Graham got down to 59.79 on his
4th lap, and became the first Welsh driver to
breaktlre 60 second barrier. Also well up wils
IlEke Shawwho found a gap inthe traffrcto
get downto 6O.99; Mke put his improved
pace down to some pre-race testing '1 got *re
dnnce to tyto get tlrc lines and gears right
and it's paid off' . By contrast Alvin Powell and
Peter Dark looked positively pedestrian with
61.39 & 62.66. KeithButdrer gave his Cavalier
its'Pembrey debut on the 3rd row with Mke
Manning, who was also giving his Eurocar
Mondeo its' welsh Championship debut.
Martin Davies didnt really get his Sapphire
going after losing boost pressure and drove the
doors offhis carto take 7th place on the grid
as did Nigel Jones who looked quick down the
straights, but muldnt get atime to matdr due
to continuing fuel pressure problems. Granville
\,Villiams was the first Class C mrmer in 9th
place, and a good fight for ttre elass looked in
prospect wi*r Rhodri Jenkins, who was
another driver giving a new car its'debut wi*r
his smart new ex works Group N Honda Civic.
The Rover duo of Clive Hayes and Bill \{hyte
were next, ahead of Sean Jones and firnlly
new boy Felix Feurbadt and his MG Maestro.
Felix, who comes fromMuni&butis doingtlte
Swansea kntitutes' motorrport degree course,
was having his fint everrace, and did quite
well in the circumstances.

The race - 1O laps
The weattrerintheweekleading up to the
event was a reminder of winter, with a good
covering of snow in some places! However
when it staned to rain in the moming, Maftin

Davies might have been forgiven for druckling
as conditions might have given him a drance to
use his new 4wd to maximum advartage.
Unfornmately for him (fortunately for
everyone else) there was no real joy as the race
whictr was originally sdreduled for the
moming was put backto mid aftemoon, by
whidrtime the trackwouldbebone dry and
the sunwas tryingto breakthrough. However
the delay c€rme as a godsend to Nigel Jones
and almost the whole paddock set about trying
to help him cure his fuel pressure problem. In
the end a solution seemedto have beenfound
and Nigel just got his car prepared in time to
take ttre gdd with just a litde time to spare.
However he never got tlre dnnce to give his
new fuel system a test after going straight on at
Hatclrets after locking up his brakes. A trip
across grrss ended with the car in a ditd, but
Nigel emerged muddied but unbowed. Graham
Cole had no sudr problerns and lead from start
in a fashionthat is becoming veryfumiliar.
Mike Shaw slotted into second place but came
under heavy pressure from Peter Darlc \{ith
Ivlartin &Alvinin close companyto Peter &
Mike this lookedlike being a hell of a scrap,
but just before it muld tum into an interesting
batrle, Peter spun at Honda and joined Terry
Bror,vnin having to mount a fight badc This
allowed Mike Shawto escape and he thentried
to reel back Grahams'lead. Terry in the
meantime had shot up to 7th at the end of the
fitst lap, and got up to 4th place, before a
misfire brought him into the pits. He got going
again but finished in last place. Up at ttre front
Graham continued onhis way, whilst Mike
seemed to be underthreat from Alvins'
Mondeo. However another "rubbish" start fum
Alvin had left him with too mudr to do.
However Alvin was now well dear of Martin
Davies who had Mike Marming and Keith
Butdrer for mmpany early ort. Mkes'Eurocar
Mondeo failedto last and he pulled offonlap
7 after a dropped value ended his fui. Martin
then had to fend offKeith Butdrer and less
than 2/lOths separated them at the end. Peter
Dark eventually worked his way up to finish
6th a couple of seconds behind Maftin & Keith.
Next up and fint Class C carwas Granville
Williams, who was doselyshadowed
throughout by Riodd Jenkins. Afterwards
Granville said "Rhodris'got a quick car, and he
pushed me hard all the way. I didnt have a
dnnce to relax for a minute." Unfornrnately
Clive Hayes wasnt able to get onterms and
make it a 3 way fight. However Sean Jones
and Bill Whyte were having a real ding-dong



but Bills'pressure paid offand he was able to
slip bywhen Seanranwide and got in atangle
at BrooHands. kr the dosing stages Grahams'
car began to sound a bit rough and his pace
seemed to drop, just a Mike Shaw was
beginning to increase his! Mike set the fastest
lap in Class D and was less than 7z a second
behind Graham at the end. Afterwards Graham
comrnented "It was perfect conditions for the
car, but I'm sweating a bit! I had a good start
but intlrc later stages I was concertrating on
defending ttre line."

Round 4 - Pembney ilay2nd
Anglo lrisft meeting
Cole takes his 4th in a row

Practice & Race report
Graham Cole continues to markhimself
out as the driver to beat as he won the 4ft
round of the Welsh Sports & Saloon Car
Championship, but this time he had to
work hard for it! In practice Graham used
his best set of tyres to further reduce the
pole winning time to 58.85 seconds! Terry
Brownwas next, but although he was 1.42
secs slower than Graham and excellent
race was in prospect because a further .58
of a second coveredthe cars of Terry,
Peter Darl<' Alvin Powell & Mike Shaw.
(Alvin & Keith looked like the saloon car
interlopers to a Darrian social club
meeting) Keith Butcher was 6m fastest,
followed by Gareth Davies, Martin Davies
and Nigel Jones. In 10ft place Clive Hayes
was the fastest Class C car, .16 of a second
faster than Rhodri Jenkins. Nigel Bowen
gave his Sapphire a run out, but mangled
his diff, and missed the start. On the 7h
row were Sean Jones & Peter Mainwaring
(returning to give his Ford Fiesta a run
out); and the final qualifiers were Felix
Fuerbaclr, who was getting down to some
good times, and Colin, son of Granville
Williams, who was ha,ring his first ever
race in Granvilles'Toyota MR2.

The race -I2laW
The weather, in contrast to the last race
was dry, hot and very sunny, and the
biggest grid of the season got going on the
wann up'lap.Gareth Davies missed the
start bydiving into tlre pits, and although
he rejoined he eventually stopped after 9
laps, having had a spin on the way. At the
front Graham Cole judged the start
nerfectlv and estahlished himself in the

lead from TerryrBrownwho had a small
gap over Peter Dark & Mike Shawwith
Alvin Powell looking to get on terms.

There was another small gap to Keith
Butcher, Martin Davies and Nigel Jones
who disputed 6tr place early on In Class C
Rhodri Jenkins got the drop on Clive
Hayes and although Clive closed up in the
middle of the race Rhodri managed to
hold on, until Clive began to loose his
gears and cruised to the flag. Things were
coming to the boil as far as the lead was
concerned as Terryr began to put the
pressure on Graham. Baclmarkers were to
play their part in the race and Terry used
the oppornrnity to close up and take the
lead which he held until lap 12 when
Graham retookthe lead as the came up to
lap Colin & Felix on the approach to
BrooHands. Bythis time Alvinwas up to
4ft behind Peterwho was 3'd, Mike Shaw
had dropped backfollowing a spin at
Dibeni. Entering the final stages Terry tried
to get the drop on Graham as they lapped
the baclmarkers for the last time.
Unfornrnately it did not work this time and
Grahamwas leftto mn outthe winneras
Terry spun down the order to finish 5h,
and collect some small reward for such a
valiant and entertaining effort. Peter Dark
finished 2'd having seen off Alvins'
challenge, with Mike Shaw4h. In Class B
Sean Jones mopped up the class again,
ahead of the final finishers who were Peter
Mainwaring, Felix and Colin. Afterwards
Graham commented. "Itwas quite a race,I
half spun at Brooklands, Terry missed a
gear, we touched andwe bothended up
on the grass". There is now a 6 week
break until the next round on June 13tr
andwe can hope we canlookforward to
another entertaining race. Graham Coles'
run of victories must come to an end
sometime and Terry Brolvn for one will be
looking to end that run as soon as possible.

kish Styken, the new RT200Os and kish Zetec Formula
Fords joined us as well as some hish drivers in the revived
OpeWauxtnll Europa series. Unfortunately the BARC
cor:ldnt fit in a renrm of the Wales & keland Team
Challenge, which is good reason to Ey to n n our own
meeting in future.


